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A. Personal Statement 
 
My laboratory focuses on the investigation of Kaposi’s sarcoma herpesvirus (KSHV) and its persistence in 
cells. KSHV latently infects tumor cells and is maintained as an extrachromosomal, circular episome (plasmid).  
The KSHV latency-associated nuclear antigen (LANA) maintains the KSHV genome in latently infected cells.  
We have broad experience and expertise with KSHV and with LANA.  We have performed a detailed analysis 
of LANA and its function for more than 15 years.  Among our discoveries are the episome maintenance 
function of LANA (Science 1999;284:641), identification of LANA’s DNA binding sequence (J. Virology 
2001;75:3250), identifying LANA’s binding partner on mitotic chromosomes (Science 2006;311:856), and 
identifying LANA’s recruitment of the DNA polymerase clamp loader as a key step for viral replication and 
persistence (PNAS 2014;111:11,816). In summary, my laboratory has a record of productive and in depth 
investigation and experience in viral oncology research involving KSHV and LANA, which have well-prepared 
us to perform the proposed project. 
 
B. Positions and Honors 
 
Post-Graduate Medical Education 
1986-1989 Internal Medicine Residency, Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, MA 
1989-1991 Fellowship in Infectious Diseases, Combined Program at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, 

Beth Israel Hospital and Dana Farber Cancer Institute, Boston, MA 
Awards and Honors 
1978-1982 John Harvard Scholarship 
1978-1982 Dean’s List 
1982  Phi Beta Kappa 
1982  summa cum laude 
1985  Soma Weiss Research Assembly oral presentation selectee 
1986  Honors in Microbiology and Molecular Genetics 
1991  The Edward H. Kass Award for Clinical Excellence- Massachusetts Infectious Diseases Society 
2006  American Society for Clinical Investigation 
 
Academic Appointments 
1991-1995 Instructor in Medicine, Harvard Medical School 



1991-  Associate Physician, Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
1995-2006  Assistant Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 
1999-   Harvard University Program in Virology 
2000-   Harvard/Partners Center for AIDS Research 
2000-   Dana Farber/Harvard Cancer Center 
2007-   Associate Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 
 
Other Professional Positions 
1991-1992  Howard Hughes Medical Institute Postdoctoral Research Fellowship for Physicians 
1992-1997  Physician Scientist Award, NIH 
1999-2004  Member, Steering Committee on Virology Preliminary Qualifying Examination 
1999-2004  Member, Committee on Virology Admissions 
2001-2004  Chairman, Committee on Virology Admissions 
2002   Ad Hoc Member of NIH AIDS and Related Research 4 Study Section 
2003-2007  Member, NIH AIDS-associated Opportunistic Infections and Cancer Study Section 
2007 Member, Special Emphasis Panel for P01s Multidisciplinary Research on Oral manifestations 

Associated With HIV/AIDS 
2010   Member, NIH Special Emphasis Panel Study Section for HIV Associated Diseases 
2011 Member, NIH Special Emphasis Panel Study Section for Lasker Clinical Research Scholars 

Program 
2012 Ad Hoc Member, NIH AIDS-associated Opportunistic Infections and Cancer Study Section 
2013   Member, NCI Program Project Meeting Study Section 

2013 2013   Member, NIAID Special Emphasis U19 Meeting Study Section 
2013 2013   Ad Hoc Member, NIH Virology B Study Section 

2014   Member, NCI Special Emphasis U54 Meeting Study Section 
2014   Ad Hoc Member, NIDCR Special Grants Review Committee DSR1 
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D. Research Support 
 
Ongoing Research Support 
7/1/99-12/31/19 NIH/R01 (CA82036)      Role: PI    
  Genetic and Biochemical Studies of the KSHV LANA Gene 
This work investigates KSHV LANA mediated episome maintenance.   
 
1/1/12-12/31/14 Harvard Medical School-Portugal Program in Translational Research  
            Role: PI (Project 1) 
  Pathogenesis of Kaposi’s sarcoma herpesvirus LANA (PI Simas) 
This work investigates Murine gammaherpesvirus 68. 
 
4/1/15-3/31/20 NIH/R01 (DE025208)      Role: PI 
  KSHV latent infection replication 
This work investigates KSHV DNA replication during latent infection. 
 
 
Overlap 
There is no overlap between projects. 
 
Recently Completed Support 
3/1/10-2/28/13 (NCE 2/28/14)  DoD/PRMRP  (PR093491)     Role: PI 

Tumor virus lymphoma (blood cancer) 
 


